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Issue #4….already!  

I know it has only been 4 issues, but I  must take my 
hat off to the members of District X. When I started 
this newsletter I knew it was really up to all of you 
weather it succeeded or not. I knew I could put it to-
gether, but it needed material and you had to provide 
much of it. Not everything has gone perfectly 
smoothly, I admit, but most of it has. A few small 
mistakes were made (like my shrinking the pictures 
too much in the last issue) or (too dark a background 
behind some of the words) but for the most part it 
seems you and I are satisfied with our results.  

 

Speaking of the backgrounds. I like them better than plain white, last issue I did not 
know how to lighten them, but a quick conversation with my wife, and now I can, so 
I will continue to use them, but light enough everything can be read easily. 

 

So, please keep sending your event pictures and articles they are great!  Lets also 
have a few modelers add a build project or a trick you use to make….hmmm….dash 
panels maybe? Anything is welcome, like the video hat inside this months issue. You 
might think of a way to do it without cutting a hole in the hat :)  I would also like clubs to 
send articles on anything AMA related. Like receiving a grant for flying field im-
provements, or pictures from your TAG events (like the Santa Fe Dam Radio Con-
trolled Modelers did for this issue).  
How about leader club awards, 3 District X clubs received them recently. 
The Santa Clara County Model Aircraft Skypark- 5 Years, Coachella Valley RC Club - 
5 Years and the Mather Aero Space Modelers - 10 Years, . Congratulations to you all.      
     

Speaking of grants and awards as your District X Vice President I am making sure 
every one of these is presented in person. When your club becomes eligible or re-
ceives one of these, either I  or one of our AVP’s will contact the club and make ar-
rangements to present it to your club membership, either at a meeting or at the flying 
field. Whichever works out for all concerned. 
 

Because there has been such a great number of submissions for publication in the 
newsletter, I apologize if not all get printed in the issue you send them for. I had far 
to much information this time (just as I did last month) and have had to save several 
items for the 5th issue. Please be patient, they will all get published. 

 



Something else new for this issue; I have decided to put some event dates (other than in the 
articles) in the newsletters. I don’t want to get into putting flyers in here, but the dates and a 
little info are fine. If you have a date change or a big event and you want to get modelers 
from other parts of the district to come, get me the dates and I will publish them somewhere 
in the newsletter. Flyers we can put on the web site. So lets look at a couple. The first is a date 
change. 

All our events are important but for the Jet flyers around Fresno California the Fresno Jet Ral-
ly is a big one. The dates have been changed from Sept.23-25, to Sept. 16-18, 2010.  

Another event coming to our district, October 8, 9, 10 2010 is The Victor Valley RC Flyers new 
“Volts Over The Victor Valley”. This will be their first annual electric event and it will be a 3 
day affair with flying, drinks, food, awards, and even night flying...how about a foamy death 
match. Bring a tough foamy and come to take the others down. Saturday night there will be a 
dinner. Full RV hook-ups. Charging stations available, the works. Contact Mike Stroup 769-964
-7259 or Barry Young 760-985-4577.  

Look to your district web site @ AMA10.org for events from clubs all across our district. 

For the last part of this section of your newsletter I thought I would add a little about how a 
club can get more members.  While all events can draw the public to us, not all really get us 
new members. Sure once in a while we get a member who joins during an event or comes 
back and tells us he or she came and now wants to get into flying, but most come from other 
sources or other types of events. The events that get members are the ones designed for get-
ting members.  Of course that is what the AMA TAG events are designed for, but a club can 
hold this type of event on its own as well. I personally think this type of event should be a reg-
ular fun fly. One with a wide variety of airplanes so the whole family can have a favorite. 
There should be something to eat, anything, just as long as they can eat and don’t have to 
leave because someone in the family is hungry, and don’t try to make a fortune on lunch. 
Make this event about getting members so don’t worry about making a bunch of money. If 
you charge $4-$5 for lunch it won’t turn anybody away and it will pay for the food. A simple 
hot dog or hamburger and a soda is fine. A $5 to $10 landing fee can help if money is really 
necessary but keep it low to assure more pilots come.  Inviting a really good flyer or two can’t 
hurt either, a 3D flyer and a turbine jet pilot come to mind. Just remember to think like the 
public, NOT a modeler. The public loves 3D and Jets so be smart and invite a few. Call it a 
“FREE Air Show” on your flyer and in big letters write “Fly an RC airplane for FREE!” and have 
a plane set up with a buddy box. Send a press release to all the TV, Radio and Newspapers 
within 100 miles and you will get people, and members.  

Another underused place to get members is hobby shops. We buy some of our stuff there and 
ask for donations for our events is usually all. We don't actively seek help in getting members 
from them. Invite the local hobby shop employees out for a lunch and get them to fly an rc 
plane. With a better appreciation for that part of the hobby they will speak for the club. They 
get sales, you get members.           I hope you enjoy this 4th issue of District X The Newsletter. 

Michael Brown Your District X Vice President. 



These pictures came from Joe Breda, Muroc Model Masters club member. He says 
there is nothing special about his….models, what do you think? 

Joe also wrote, "All" aircraft in the pic-
tures are Models, nothing is full scale, 
Nothing! If you look real close at the de-
tails, you will see things that give it away 
if your an RC modeler,  Can you find 
them?” Thanks for the pictures Joe. There 
are truly a zillion ways to enjoy this hobby, 
looks like Joe found one using a program 
like Photoshop! 



This report was sent to us from Bob Schumann.  
 
Saturday April 24 the Sonoran Desert Flyers, Inc. Electric R/C club from Oro Valley, (a 
NW suburb of Tucson AZ), participated in the Oro Valley Parks and Recreation Fair at 
James D. Kreigh Park.  This was at the invitation of the OV Parks department as we 
are a licensed user of the OV Naranja Park. 
  

Four model flight simulators were set up under a tent and ~ 12 electric rc model air-
craft were displayed.  Eight members were in attendance demonstrating the flying of 
model planes on the simulator, having the kids and parents try flying the planes on the 
simulators and showing off their airplanes. 
  

The fair was well attended and the SDF booth was very popular.  Several families at-
tended our field the next day for actual flying on the buddy box.  Some folks were un-
der some pressure to get their kids into the hobby!    Thanks for the story Bob! 
 
 
 

It sounds like the club had a good time and provide a good service to the community. This is so 

important anymore (good relations with our communities and landlords). As a matter of fact 

the club answered my call to provide information to help other clubs keep and find new flying 

sites. The information they provided was excellent material that is current and will surely pro-

vide help to others in the future. More is needed so if your club has gone through loosing then 

gaining a new flying field, or you just started a new club, please send me anything you think 

will help.                                                   Thanks Mike Brown your District X Vice President 

The Sonoran Desert Flyers 



I like a good joke, don’t you. But should you pass it on? 

I may not get any brownie points for what I am about to write, at least from some of you, but as I 

always say...I just gotta do it. 

My email address is not a private one, I choose to give it to every one of you and I say you can 

give it to anybody you want. BUT, I do that with the thought that you are going to use it yourself 

and give it to others who will use it, for the purpose of modeling, nothing else. I don’t care what 

form of modeling, just as long as its modeling. I do not expect you to send me recipes for cookies 

or political jokes, or your religious thoughts or ideas, I expect to open an email from you that has 

something to do with our great hobby. 

I’m not writing this because a bunch of people have violated this “unwritten rule” with me, alt-

hough a few have, I am writing this because it happens all to often, to all to many of us, in our 

hobby.  Because I can write this to so many people I am sharing not only my feelings on this sub-

ject, but those of countless others who have shared these same feelings with me. 

We join clubs for the purpose of having fun and we give our contact information so the club can 

send club business emails to us. That doesn’t give any modeler (or the club) the right to 

send...junk, spam, or any non hobby related emails.  Thanks Mike, your District X Vice President. 

This also comes to us 
from Bob Schumann 

AMA Leader Member # 
339380 

Here are photos of my 
mini video camera stuck 
in a cutout in the brim of 
a freebie hat.   
 

Jim said your eyes 
should never leave your 
plane, so this tracks 
your plane's flight with 
no effort on your part! 



Northern California’s Most Fun Float Fly Event  - 

is the way the event is described on the AMOS website.  The Associated Modelers of Sacra-

mento (AMOS) hosts a great float fly event at Camp Far West Lake, located near Sheridan, 

California.  Camp Far West is about 22 miles North of Roseville, California near Highway 65.  

It is held every year during the week prior to the Memorial weekend from Wednesday 

through Sunday.  Many of the regulars start coming in on Sunday and spend the entire week.  

Camping is $18.00 per day and a $15.00 entry fee for the entire event. 

This event has been in existence since the 1970s and many of the same people attend to this 

day.  I only found out about it last year…where have I been…huh?  I’m disappointed that I did 

not discover it sooner.  Some things are never too late and I plan to attend this event every 

year that I am able.  My wife and I are happy to be part of the group and everyone is so 

friendly and helpful. The lagoon on the lake where the float fly event is held at is very nice 

with an excellent view.  It is plenty wide and lots of room to fly any size plane.  The local 

boaters that come through the lagoon are also very courteous and try to stay on the oppo-

site side as not to disturb our flying activities.  The camping area is an overflow type 

campground for dry camping for the most part and most spaces will accommodate up to 40 

foot RVs.  There is several water faucets dispersed throughout the campground if needed.   

The best part is the great view.   



Where we have parked the last two years has turned out to be perfect.  Sitting out with morning joe and 

looking at the lake is prime livin’ coupled with a hint of alcohol and nitro to start off your day.  Breakfast 

and lunch is served every day by event staff and the event culminates with an excellent raffle full of nice 

items.  Last year, I won a set of GWS floats and returned this year with a GWS Beaver on those floats.  

This year I won a charger for my field box which will come in handy if I leave it in our RV.   

We arrived on Wednesday, May 19th and the weather was cool and drizzling.  We got everything setup 

and ready for the next day.  Thursday was fair weather but not real cooperative for flying.  Friday was 

windy all day there was not much activity on the lake, but there is always time to relax and trade stories 

or tell lies (which ever you prefer).  There were no brave takers for the night flying activities.  Saturday 

was the most perfect day of all and we had a lot of participants.  The total count for registered pilots 

was over 50.  The weather continued to cooperate nicely and into the evening for the night flying.  Alt-

hough the best day for flying was Saturday, there were plenty of sorties on the other days as well.  

When it comes to events like this, even if the weather is not perfect for flying the fellowship and ex-

change of information is invaluable.   

I would like to thank all of the AMOS members and staff and all of those who participated in the event.  

See you all next year for more fun and flying at Camp Far West. 

 

Submitted by: 

Jon K. Wilson 

AVP, AMA District X 



1st Annual Willie McCool Regional Park Open House 

The first Willie McCool Regional Park open house was held Saturday 8 May 2010. The 

event was sponsored by the Prop Nuts and Rebel Squadron R/C clubs who coordinated with 

the City of North Las Vegas Parks and Recreation Department for permission to use the park.  

The motivation for the open house was to thank the neighborhood adjacent to the park for 

sharing their neighborhood with the model flyers from both R/C clubs.  Both clubs felt it 

would be good for families in the neighborhood to see what goes on at the park and get a 

chance to meet the modelers.  This was especially important because of the proximity of the 

neighborhood to model operations.  Invitations were sent to the entire neighborhood result-

ing in an estimated attendance of 100 people. 

The open house started with the first visitors from the neighborhood showing up at 

around 8:30AM.  The event featured models on static display, two computer flight simula-

tors, flying demonstrations (Jets, Warbirds, Aerobatic and Electric models) and three trainer 

aircraft (with instructors) manned by Rebel Squadron club members.  Anyone who participat-

ed in either simulator or trainer aircraft flying received a free raffle ticket. The raffle prizes 

were two ready-to-fly trainer aircraft complete with radios.  A free hotdog and hamburger 

lunch was grilled on site and provided to everyone at the field.  

 



Neighborhood participation was steady throughout the day.  Neighborhood children 

were particularly attracted to the simulator experience and many went on to fly the trainer 

aircraft as well.  The Rebel Squadron trainer pilots worked very hard throughout the day to 

give everyone who signed up a chance to fly an R/C model.  The flying demonstrations at-

tracted a lot of attention from the visitors especially when the turbine jet modelers from 

Pahrump, NV flew their demonstrations several times in short succession.  Several adults 

from the neighborhood made a point to thank the modelers for sponsoring the event and ex-

pressed their support for the modeling activities that take place at the park on a regular ba-

sis.  The drawing for the two ready-to-fly R/C trainers was held at 3:00PM.  The raffle winners 

were two children from the adjacent neighborhood.  The event was closed at 3:15PM. 

From the modeler perspective, the McCool Regional Park R/C model aircraft open 

house was a very successful event.  From the onset of planning for the event, the goal was to 

foster a good relationship with the neighborhood. This was important because the R/C mod-

elers who use McCool Park have successfully worked with the City of North Las Vegas to halt 

efforts by a very vocal minority wanting to close McCool Park to R/C flying activities.  Spon-

soring the open house and witnessing the enthusiasm shown by the visitors from the neigh-

borhood confirmed the long held belief among modelers that a majority of the neighbor-

hood does not have a problem with the model flying activities taking place at McCool Park.  

Should any further conflict over model flying at McCool Park arise, the Prop Nuts and Rebel 

Squadron R/C clubs will be able to rely on support from the neighborhood. 

You just gotta have a simulator right! 

Kids love controllers and flight simu-

lators fit the bill nicely, then a trip to 

a real plane on a buddy box tops it 

all off. 

A little food at any event cant hurt. This type of 

club event builds friendships and camaraderie 

money can’t buy.  



Club members from both R/C clubs put a great deal of work into the planning and exe-

cution of the open house event.   Their collective efforts benefit everyone who enjoys 

McCool Park and they are to be commended for volunteering their time on everyone’s be-

half.  Seeing the positive expression on the visitor’s faces as they participated in the open 

house activities was ample payment for the effort put forth. Finally, the look of enthusiasm 

on the faces of the two children who came forward to claim their raffle prizes made the en-

tire event even more worthwhile. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 Greg Thomas              President, Prop Nuts R/C Club                               

Darrell Stubbs talks with 

children while they wait 

for their turn on the bud-

dy box. Darrell is great 

with kids. We have read 

about him here before, 

keep up the great work 

Darrell! 

Halftime demo included 

turbine jets and giant scale 

aircraft.  

 

 Propnuts president Greg 

Thomas takes off his Top 

Flite Giant Scale ARF P-47.  



LAKE MILLERTON FLOAT FLY 
MAY 1ST & 2ND   Located east of Madera off of Hwy 145, in the central valley. 

Over the years we've heard about a float-fly the Fresno club sponsors at Millerton Lake and this year 

we were going to make the trek and attend.  It was the usual crew of folk.  All showed up around 10am 

on Saturday at the lake.  

What a gorgeous spot and the drive out to the lake was awesome.  $10 day pass and off to the float fly 

area. Saturday the weather was incredible, warm and dead calm all day .  It is so rare anymore to fly in 

no wind, uneventful almost.  Parking was at the lake’s edge, pretty amazing. 

Lots of pilots and aircraft, maybe 20 to 25 pilots and close to 30 aircraft.  Lots of electrics and some big 

gasers.  We paid our pilot's fee and off to go get wet.  So cool.  Paul Steiner brought out his big beast sea-

plane, Denny Baker with his 110” sig rascal and yours truly had his hangar 9 Cessna 182 w/ sig 60” 

floats.  The Fresno guys did an awesome job with the meet.  Very low key and lots of fun and flying,  

with hot dogs and burgers for lunch.  The flying went on all day and when we broke up, about 4pm, the 

conditions were still fabulous. 

Everyone had a great day and all planes came home in one piece.  Stopped off at one of the nearby casi-

nos for an early dinner; back to the motel and that concrete slab they call a bed and back home on Sun-

day morning. Folks try and make this meet next year.  It is well worth it. 

Till next time, Rick and Merriam Maida 

AVP District X 



More Millerton float flying 



March 20, 2010 

The event was hosted by the Madera Aero Modelers Ra-

dio Control Society. About 25 pilots and lots of planes 

come from all over the valley to attend the event. The 

event, designed for scale and semi-scale war birds was a 

big hit, as you can see! There was a noon time BBQ and 

awards were presented then for best model, peoples 

choice, and best scale flight. Rob Nunes the guy kind 

enough to share this report with us said “the weather 

could not have been better” Sounds like they had fun! 



Become a fan of AMA on FACEBOOK  
www.facebook.com/modelaviation  
 

Follow AMA on TWITTER 
http://twitter.com/modelaircraft 
 

Subscribe to the AMA channel on YOUTUBE – by subscribing you will receive an e-mail when new videos 
are loaded 
http://www.youtube.com/modelaircraft 

If you are new to the hobby there are a zillion sites dedicated to the hobby, some with chat rooms, swap 
and sell areas etc… Like…… Flying Giants, RC Groups, RC Universe, Flying Circus, RC Scale builder just to 
name a small few. 

The AMA web site “modelaircraft.org” is one, just click on forums and you can chat with AMA members all 
across the country. 

Your own district X web site is AMA10.org.  We don’t have chat rooms here as the national site does but 
there's plenty of information about your district. 
 

Or how about this from the AMA’s marketing department    http://www.youtube.com/modelaircraft 
 

Here’s another new one. 2 Brothers hobby, check it out @   http://www.2bfly.com/     It will take some time 
to look through as it has a lot of everything, but in a quick look around the site I thought you might like it as 
well. 

Last is this article on Hoot Gibson, check it and some of it’s links out.  

http://www.thestarpress.com/article/20100619/LIFESTYLE/6190310 

Links to some pretty cool sites 

Here is  a photo from the “Palmer Memorial” C/L stunt contest.  We have an event for jun-
iors – just a few maneuvers and a coach allowed inside the circle.     Sent by, Pete soule 

http://www.facebook.com/modelaviation
http://twitter.com/modelaircraft
http://www.youtube.com/modelaircraft
http://www.youtube.com/modelaircraft
http://www.thestarpress.com/article/20100619/LIFESTYLE/6190310


 AMA Club Recognition and Reward Program  

Involve your AMA chartered club in support of an activity that is beneficial to a local charity or community activi-

ty; receive positive recognition in the form of television coverage, radio coverage, or print coverage; and receive 

additional recognition and a financial reward from AMA.  

It is important, in today’s model-aviation environment, that model clubs become a viable part of their communities 

in a manner to which the general public can relate. Support your favorite local charity or community project and 

enhance relationships that might someday pay a return in the form of keeping a flying site or establishing a new 

site.  

AMA recognizes the importance of such club activity, supports that concept, and feels strongly that any clubs that 

take part in such endeavors need to be rewarded and recognized for their efforts.  

The program is simple. If your club has received positive newspaper/magazine, radio coverage, or television cov-

erage showcasing its involvement in community events, AMA wants to know about it. For your efforts AMA will 

recognize your club in Model Aviation magazine and reward your club’s treasury.  

As an example, say your club has hosted a fun-fly, and all proceeds generated during the event are donated to the 

local Ronald McDonald House. If your activity and donation are highlighted by a local newspaper/magazine, radio 

station, or television station, your club qualifies for the AMA Club Recognition and Reward Program.  

This program is not intended for a club that hosts a fun-fly and has that particular event written up in the local 

newspaper. It is intended for clubs that donate their time, funds, and efforts to their local communities in an effort 

to “make a difference.”  

As another example, your club may decide to donate a certain number of man-hours to a park for the purpose of 

picking up trash along the access road every month. If your club is recognized in a positive manner by the media 

for its ongoing efforts, you would qualify for the AMA Club Recognition and Reward Program.  

This is how the program works. If your club has been involved in activities such as the ones mentioned above, you 

will be rewarded on the basis of the type of media exposure you received. Positive newspaper/magazine coverage 

of your event will garner a reward of $100. Positive radio and television coverage will garner $200 and $300 re-

wards respectively. Keep in mind that if your club receives coverage in all three media types, you will be reim-

bursed for the largest of the three dollar amounts. All your club has to do is complete the accompanying form and 

send it along with verification of the publicity received by either including the original newspaper/magazine or CD 

of the radio airing or television broadcast. The previously mentioned monetary awards will be given to clubs for 

their first year of recognition. Clubs that receive media coverage for the second year in a row (no matter what 

type) will have a brick engraved and placed in the AMA Walk of Fame. The third year your club receives media 

recognition, members will receive a patch recognizing the program and 

your club’s achievement. Remember that clubs who have annual events 

will only be rewarded three times for the event-no exceptions. Keep in mind 

that AMA only has a specific dollar amount budgeted for this program each 

year. It is based on a first-come, first-served basis, and no application will 

be held until the following year for reward.  

Please return the form to: Academy of Model Aeronautics Attn: Erin 

Dobbs 5161 E. Memorial Dr. Muncie IN 47302  

Michael Brown, your District X Vice President 



DAWN PATROL FLY-IN REPORT 
 

The Gilman Springs RC Flyers held their Second Annual Dawn Patrol Fly-In at Killeen Field on 
Saturday, April 3, 2010. This very popular "All WWI Model" event was well attended this year, 
with 40 pilots and 50 models participating. Models were of all sizes, including Giant Scale gas 
models and little Electrics. It was truly an awesome display of WWI models and, seeing these 
beautiful models in flight, one was taken back in time to the days of the actual WWI "Dawn 
Patrols". Most of the aircraft were very high quality scale models.    Continued…... 

MEMBERS WHO RAN THE EVENT: 

(Left to right) Skip Shaw, Judge; Bob Estrella, Registration; 

Bob Jones, Food Concession Leader and Cook; Mike Wheel, 

Field Director and Kitchen Crew; Bill Rothenbuhler, Regis-

tration; Darrell Ivie, Judge & Raffle Coordinator. Kneeling – 

Mike Stone, Contest Director & Judge; Roy Truitt, Safety 

Director. 

Not pictured is Gvido Grinsberg, Mel Santmyers, and Darrell 

Whiteaker, Event Photographers.  

Here’s a beauty. A Balsa USA kit I’d 

guess, nice work. 

Below; Albert Gelbart & his 

Sopwith Pup - 1st Place and 

Peoples Choice Awards. 

San Fernando Valley Flyers 

Four Awards were given - 1st Place, 2nd 
Place, 3rd Place, and "Peoples Choice". 
We thank our judges, Skip Shaw, Mike 
Stone, and Darrell Ivie for picking those 
outstanding 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place win-
ning models. The "People's Choice" 
award was determined by a vote of Pilots 
and Spectators after viewing all of the 
models lined up on the runway during 
the Lunch Break. 



Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Potato Salad, Chili, 
Chips, and Soda were available for pur-
chase during the Lunch Break. We thank 
Bob Jones, Kitchen Chairman, and Mike 
Wheel, Kitchen Crew, for serving up a 
great lunch.  The Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, 
and Chili were outstanding. 

A large Raffle, with many valuable prizes, 
was held after the Lunch Break. We thank 
Darrell Ivie for his efforts rounding up all 
those great prizes. 

Last, but not least, we thank our Contest 
Director, Mike Stone, and all of the partici-
pants in this very successful event. Partici-
pants came from a dozen other clubs, in-
cluding local clubs and those from as far 
away as Arizona, Modesto, Pomona, Castaic, Antelope Valley, Miramar, and Channel Island. 

We also thank our members who worked hard preparing for and conducting the Event. 

A video, taken at the Event by one of the attendees, can be seen on You Tube at http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFT0UyOn2vk. You can view the video by going directly to this 
website, or by going to YouTube.com and doing a search for “Gilman Springs WW1”. There 
are also many additional photos posted on the RC Universe Forum under “Aircraft, RC Scale 
Aircraft, Gilman Springs RC Flyers Dawn Patrol Fly-In”. 

Team Powers with their 

Fokker DVII - Second 

Place. 

Arizona Models 

(l-r) John Deacon, Rick 

Powers, Bill Powers. 

Dan Egelhoff with his Eindecker III - Third 

Place. Teamerica 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFT0UyOn2vk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFT0UyOn2vk


A good time for the Gilman Springs club and the Dawn Patrol fly-in 



I would say all events are a good place to share our hobby, but some are more suited than others. 
Take a regular, fly whatever you own, fun fly. These Fun Flies usually have all kinds and sizes of air-
planes. This gives a variety so most all family members can have their favorite. Fun flies are very 
casual affairs and they usually offer food so folks can stay around. (It always bothers me when I 
hear a family has to leave because the kids are hungry and there isn’t even a hotdog to feed them).  
 
Besides getting a look at our hobby the actual experience of flying a model airplane is the ticket to 
getting a person or family really interested. 
 Many years ago I saw an article where it showed a club letting anyone from the public get a flight. I 
thought it was not legal to do this so I questioned it. I was told it was ok. I know people to this day 
still don’t understand this, so I thought I would write about it here to let everyone know what is OK 
and campaign for clubs to have buddy box flying at their events.  
 
Below is how part of that rule reads as it is now written. 
 
Under the AMA Chartered Club program non-AMA members wishing to experience a "hands-on" 
model flight, the Academy does allow this, on a one-time basis per person only, (with the use of a 
Buddy Box system for RC).  The AMA member providing the flight assistance is insured during this 
flight per the terms of the liability policy. The club's liability insurance is also in effect as long as the 
non-member's supervised flying is in accordance with the AMA National Model Aircraft Safety Code
(s). This coverage is never transferable to the non-AMA member during the permitted one-time trial 
flight. Should an accident occur during this one-time flight, the AMA member providing the flight as-
sistance must file an accident report. 
 

Some also misunderstand the Intro Pilot program, thinking one time flying at events is what it is de-
signed for, but that is not the case. The Intro Pilot Program is intended as a more in-depth flight 
training program for clubs to use. Considering it requires paperwork, it generally would be too time 
consuming for a one-time flight offer during a club event (sanctioned or not). 
 

So now that we are all clear on what is right, lets all hold a fun fly and invite the public to join us. 
Now I can hear some of you saying “we hold fun flies and nobody ever comes”, but I ask, do you re-
ally try to get the public out?  I live in a fairly small area with 150,000 or so people within 50 miles 
and I can get a few hundred if not a few thousand easy. One of the best FREE ways I have found for 
inviting the public is through community calendars of our local TV, Radio and newspapers. I have a 
list of 33 and I send a press release 6 weeks before the event. This gives them time to call and ask 
questions or I can offer an interview. 
I was just the CD for a 4 day event this past week and although the wind was horrible the free ad-
vertising still brought out a large amount of folks from town. If you can get a reporter on a buddy 

box plane you are going to get a bunch of coverage! I would be happy to discuss this more or send 
samples of my flyers, press releases etc, so feel free to call or email me any time.  
 

Mike Brown Your District X Vice President.  



When I started this newsletter I said we soon would have success stories from 
clubs. Now I am not saying this club learned about the TAG program because of 
the newsletter but some have and we will surely have more success stories for this 
newsletter because of our efforts next year. Nonetheless this clubs work is a suc-
cess story all modelers can be proud of. 

The 2010 TAG – Take off and Grow program got off to a flying start at the 
SFDRCM – Santa Fe Dam Radio Controlled Modelers Open house on 
March 27.  This event was a huge success after much planning by the exec-
utive committee and the generosity of many volunteers. Event flyers were 
spread around the Southern California area, including news media, 
schools, scouts, hobby shops, senior centers and even a pet store.  This 
monumental event drew 92 interested parties, 45 new people who were 
given the opportunity to fly model aircraft and the club increased the 
membership by approx 10 new people. All of the flying was conducted us-
ing buddy-boxes with pilot ages ranging from 7years old to70 years old..  
If the flying wasn’t enough, the club sponsored a host bar-b-q lunch along 
with seasoned pilots providing instruction and flight demonstrations 
throughout the day. This event was so well received that the SFDRCM 
will host the 2nd 2010 TAG event on April 24th, with additional trainer air-
craft available to meet the demand for flying.  Thanks to the AMA for sug-
gesting a worthwhile event such as the TAG program for young and old 
alike. 

The Santa Fe Dam Radio Controlled Modelers 



Congratulations to 

the club for the 

great work with 

the community 



Some would say Turbine jets are getting a bad rap,  others would say it’s the pilots 

who fly them that is causing it.  Just to be clear, I am writing about Turbines here, not 

necessarily fan jets. 

 Now before I upset every jet pilot out there I know there are good, responsible jet 

builders, flyers and owners. But just as I wrote about 3-D flying, the guys who cause 

the most trouble in the 3-D arena are the pilots that caused trouble long before they 

had their 3-D plane. I think the same goes here, and let’s be honest, Turbine Jets are 

being banned all over so this subject needs looked at, …..and something done.  

There are a few reasons that come to mind, one, Jets are a bit different in that they go 

MUCH faster than most other types of our airplanes, but flown safely and within the 

rules of a club and the AMA, they can get along with others just fine. Then there is that 

ball of fire shooting out the back end to consider. We all know fires have been started 

by turbines going down, I have witnessed them a few times myself therefore some 

clubs and landlords are not risking their flying fields on that chance. But that isn’t the 

only reason why some have banned them from their flying sites. It’s mainly how the 

pilots fly or how they act towards other pilots, especially when safety rules are 

brought into the conversation. Another thing to consider is the height they fly at, or 

can fly at. This can be a whole new problem. Some places altitude is very, very criti-

cal, most commonly around airports or in the flight path of any full scale airplanes. 
 

Lets face it, the wow factor of a jet is it’s speed, it’s sound, and it’s looks are close. Jet 

owners are and should be proud of their work, some is quite impressive. But guy’s 

and Gal’s, you need to make a choice, a choice to police yourselves, a choice that will 

change the trend against jets and their pilots. Others are telling you there is a prob-

lem, and you see the places where you are allowed to fly disappearing, you see it and 

you know it.  You are your best chance to stop it. 

It’s hard to go up to a fellow modeler and discuss the rules. But if you want to keep fly-

ing Jets it needs to be done, and YOU need to do it. Coming from another Jet pilot 

just might make the difference in a bit of a rogue pilot following the rules or not. Again 

I am mainly talking Turbines but you ALL know what I mean.  

Mike Brown 

Your District X Vice President 

Who is their own worst enemy? 

Is it the Turbine Jets or their pilots that fly them ?  



The AMA’s Aero Lab program is a good one. While it teaches kids about airplanes, it teaches a 

little math and some science as well. Its fun and can be done either indoors or out, rain or 

shine. I decided to do another program, it had been a while for me. This time I thought I 

would try it with a few older kids, but kids just the same. I talked with the teacher at Shasta 

High Schools Catalyst program, left the 2 CD’s so he knew how the program worked, and so 

he could help. I also set us up for 3-4 Thursdays to do the program, to be followed by a field 

trip to a local club to get the kids some hands on R/C flying on buddy box airplanes.  Although 

I could go into more detail, lets just say the kids (and I) had a blast. I was amazed how much 

fun even High School age kids had with these rubber powered planes. We flew indoors and 

out with the tether system during our 4 class days. They were then treated to some R/C flying 

at the home field of  RAMAC, The Redding Area Miniature Aircraft Club. Club members en-

joyed working with the kids and it was a fun end to a great program. I plan to take the pro-

gram to a local elementary school by my house this next school season. If you would like 

more information contact me or the AMA’s education department @ 1-800-I FLY AMA 

Above; One of the kids at school. 

Below; The flights at RAMAC’s field.  

Below; the Tether system with plane 

just starting to take off. 
Above; obviously I had to 

build one for myself….to 

teach of course  : ) 



SALINAS AREA MODELERS PRESENTS THE 28th ANNUAL BOB FRANCIS  

IMAA GIANT SCALE FUN FLY 

APRIL 23rd,24th and 25th  in CHUALAR, CA. 

 

When we arrived at the field on Friday, about 6:00pm, three motor homes were already there with 
aircraft waiting to be set up.  Also in attendance, was the famous Salinas Valley Wind.  Always the 
wind.  Over the years we usually get some rain on Friday and then it becomes partly cloudy  for 
Saturday and Sunday.  Friday the fog rolled in and it was cold.  All of us retreated to our motor 
homes and were in bed by 9pm.  Such party animals we are.  But this year no rain and the wind 
was pretty mild.  Hoping the wind stays calm until around noon on Saturday so folks can get at least 
one flight is always the plan. 

Saturday morning the fog lifted around 10am and the wind did not come up until around 1pm.  Not 
bad, about 10 to 12 mph.  The flying stopped early and then the kites came out:     a gyro helicopter 
kite (which needed more wind) and, thanks to Barbara Baker, little micro kites for a whole $1.50 at 
the grocery store.  Well, the four of us had a ball, but wow those little tiny kites gave way to some 
really tiny knots.   Sunday morn was absolutely gorgeous out.  Warm and calm skies, pretty awe-
some weather. 

In spite the wind we still had 15 brave soles give us there best shot.  Needless to say all of us got in 
some good flying. As always, we all got caught up on the hanger flying.  It was more of a family re-
union. 

Friday night we had a potluck with salads and sausage thanks to Denny and Barbara Baker.  My 
wife Merriam made this broccoli dish that was to die for and Jim and Linda St John did some Tri 
Tip.  It was great.  Joe and Chantell Francis did their famous chicken BBQ dinner with refreshing 
salads and all the fixings on Saturday night 



Mike West brought  firewood and everyone sat around his bonfire on Saturday night under the clear 
starlight skies.  It was awesome sitting around the campfire telling stories. 

The wind finally stopped around 8:30 Saturday evening and all hoped that Sunday would be good.  
Well it did and Sunday was great.  Lots of flying. 

All that came had a great time. 
 

The highlight of the weekend were watching Joe Francis fly his Raven aircraft.  His dad had initially 
scratch built the first design and Joe, following in his dads footsteps, produced his version.  Great 
job Joe.  Pretty cool.  Bob Francis would have been so proud.  Once again to a fallen fellow model-
er and friend, Bob Francis is missed so. 
 

As for me, I was born and raised in Salinas and every year I always see someone from my past 
down there which is really cool.  This year I saw my childhood friend Larry Marcum.  Lost touch for 
a time and then reunited.  Could not believe it.  Small world. 
 

Thanks so much for the pilots, families and friends who came out to support. 

Rick and Merriam Maida 



Camaraderie is the lifeblood of fun in a club. 

Some of ours comes from club racing. 

Our hobby can really be fun can’t it. I just love it’s variety. A person can be 

into building, flying, volunteering for anything from taking the trash at the 

flying field, to club officer, to becoming a District VP. There are as many 

types of flying as well, sport, scale, rubber, IMAC, IMAA, combat, glider, rac-

ing and more. There are even many types of racing from USRA’s giant scale 

to club or sport racing. Either way it is ALL FUN, FUN, FUN. But even 

though there are so many styles, types and sizes of our hobby, it’s more fun 

because of the people we fly with. I couldn’t imagine doing this hobby alone. 

It just wouldn’t be the same….  That is where the Camaraderie from playing 

together comes in, it’s the glue that holds it all together, it’s the smile on my 

face when I see another modeler having a good time. 

Try 

some 

club 

 Racing. 

It’s fun 

and a 

low cost 

way to 

play  

together 



This past Saturday was spent club racing with one of the local clubs I belong 

to, The Northern California R/C Unlimited Flyers, charter #3233. We have 

quite a group of club members that are racing along with a few from outlying 

clubs. Club President Jim Finch and Secretary Russ Deedon are putting the 

races together with the help from a few more like Jim Smith and Ron Magni. 

They do all the work so a bunch of guy’s can act like kids racing all after-

noon. The racing and camaraderie that comes with it is absolutely a blast 

and I thank them and all the other volunteers who do the same for their 

clubs all across our country, not just District X. 

It doesn’t matter how 

you do it, but club mem-

bers needs to do things 

together. Whether it’s 

club racing, mall shows, 

regular fun flies or what. 

The clubs that don’t play 

together usually don’t 

get along very well to-

gether. Inviting your 

community is even bet-

ter. 



District X lost a prolific Model experimenter, designer and Hall of Fame member when Bill Netzeband 

passed away April 25th. 

 

Cliffie Weirick introduced me to Bill at one of the innumerable events I went to with Cliffie, and you could 

tell right away that Bill had a very well developed, and wicked sense of humor and loved to talk and fly mod-

el airplanes and later got to know Bill better when he and I worked on the Hall of Fame program revision. 

 

In 1957 Bill wrote several articles on Control Line aerodynamics for Model Airplane News magazine and 

ended up getting the numbers wrong and came to some erroneous conclusions. Needless to say, Bill was a 

little embarrassed and spent the next several decades teaching himself aerodynamics and doing Research on 

how control Line models fly to, in his words “explain flight on a hemispherical surface, tied to the gravity 

axis by an inextensible restraint” that he ended up becoming one of the preeminent experts on the what makes 

Control Line models fly in the world. 

 

Bill was a prolific author, fierce competitor having competed in the 1948, 1949, 1954, 1955, and 1957 Nats 

and even winning the Open Navy Carrier in 1954 and a good friend. 

 

Rest in Peace Bill. 

 

sent by Jerry Neuberger 

From left to right, Bill Netzeband, Jerry Neuberger, Norm Rosenstock, Charlie Mackey, Dale Kern, Rich Hansen. 



Flying high is Robert Erdman from Yuba City, 

CA. Robert got in some nice flights. 

John McDonald and Thor Ericson. John is from 

Wheatland, CA. Thor is from Oroville I believe? 

Even though the wind blew every day those who came stayed until the end,…. 

 The true spirit of modelers prevailed again.  

Many years ago I learned a very good lesson. I was putting on my first event. It was early the morn-

ing of the event and the wind was blowing hard. It was forecast to really get with it, gusts over 

40mph! I asked then club President John DeCofano, should I cancel? John smiled and said, it’s ok 

Mike people will come and we will still have fun. Only 5 airplanes flew that day but it didn’t matter. 

We gathered the largest rigs and made a square of them to block the wind. We had our event, 

lunch...even a little raffle, and everybody had a great time. I think it even made the club $126... alt-

hough my memory might not recall that figure exactly correct.  

I guess my point is, as clubs or CD’s we should never give up on an event. Pilots come to our 

events, not only from our own club but from out of town as well, sometimes more from out of town, 

depending on the event. They spend their money to come and they deserve an event as best as we 

can give them. We can’t control the weather but we can control our outlook on things. When we try 

our best these pilots know it and soon become friends. I consider every pilot who came to this years 

event a friend, I always try to keep a smile on my face no matter how hard the wind blows or the 

rain pours. Those are the things we can’t change so just smile and do the best you can. 

WAACK II “Wings Above Ash Creek” June 10-13 2010  



Club President Jim Finch helping in registration, hay 

wait a minute….get back to work and stop messing 

with your plane! Below, Jims scratch built turbine jet 

that finally got to fly on Sunday. It looks and sounds 

great in the air. 

Gregor McGrath is from Paradise, CA and can re-

ally fly a helicopter. We had a group of heli pilots. 

I have been a Contest Director for a long time and even 

though I have many more responsibilities now as your 

District X Vice President I plan to stay active in the hobby 

in many other ways, just as I always have. A huge event, 

as this one traditionally is, takes a great commitment. 

This year Curtis Raimondi (upper left) was responsible for 

doing a lot of the leg work of the event I always do my-

self. Sending flyers to pilots, news media, getting volun-

teers etc… I am hoping Curtis will become an AMA Con-

test Director for next year as he has a passion for the hob-

by that is contagious and good for the club. 

Dean Hancock, a good 

Volunteer, as usual. 

Me happy, as 

usual. 

Don Gerfen relaxed, 

as usual. 



The Woodland Davis Aeromodelers 

present 

“Wings of Victory” 

Coming…...July 23-25 2010 

Below are pictures from past events. For more info contact   vpwoodland@sbcglobal.net 



More past wings of victory. Plan to attend, it’s 

a good event and a nice group of guy’s. 



I would guess most of you are aware of this “ongoing” amazing flight of the little electric RC airplane 

but I thought it would be nice to read about one of our own members and clubs from District X that 

are involved. The plane is being passed between pilot to pilot all across America. It was started in 

2008 and has just made it to California. I have been scheduled to be one of it’s pilots for over 2 

years and although I can’t tell you when that will be, I can’t wait for my turn. Below is a story of one 

of the hundreds of pilots who have flown on this historical airplane. Mike Brown your VP for DX 
 

Pilot 189 George Watson - Page, AZ - 4/13&14/2010 

  While George spearheaded this event and was our contact person, our club The Lake 

Powell R/C Modelers was behind him all the way.  We are a small club of 11 mem-

bers and most were able to participate.     

  Jim & Judy Kitson drove 100 miles to meet Squirt in Kayenta, AZ on Sunday.  Pilot 

188 John, from Farmington drove 150 miles to meet them.     

  Our club meeting was Tuesday night and we all enjoyed having a “look see” at the 

box contents and flight log and marveled at the craftsmanship and organization of both 

the box and plane.  It was decided we would fly the next morning at 9am when there 

seemed to be the least wind.  Jim Kitson had the job of charging the batteries. 

  The next morning, George Watson, Art Cloutier, Hal Friborg, Bob Hartzell and his wife 

Ryta, Tom Zwack, John Ridpath and Jim and Judy Kitson were at the field at 9am 

sharp.  They put Squirt together, gave it a once over and Art hand launched her into 

the air and off she went.  The air was almost still, but Squirt still could find our famous 

thermals.   

Wings Across America 



   Art landed Squirt and John then did a hand launch.  Squirt flew beautifully.   

  Everyone but Hal who wasn’t feeling well and Ryta took their turn at the controls. 

  Art again made a perfect landing and they changed the battery.  This time George 

did the hand launch with Art at the controls.  All seemed to start well and then Art 

called out that he had no control.  Squirt went into a wide, floating spin to the ground, 

and landed flat, cushioned by some tumbleweeds and soft sand.  George retrieved 

Squirt and found that other than the elevator horn coming unglued; it was still in great 

shape.   A more through check found that the control problem was from the servo 

controlling the rudder.  John Ridpath, one of our members had one that he was willing 

to sell to our club and Art Cloutier took Squirt home for repairs.  Besides replacing the 

servo, he took some warp out of the wing and placed small wood pins to better hold 

the glue contact for the elevator horn.   

 



  Thursday morning, Art, Judy, Bob and Tom returned to the field to test fly the plane.  

They were also joined by Pam Brown who had been unable to fly the day before.  The 

first flight they all took a turn but Squirt performed squirrely.  Still Art was able to land 

it safely.  He did some trimming out and the next flight he found he had trimmed the 

wrong way.  More trimming and it flew nice and straight with good control.  At that 

point we packed Squirt up ready for its trip on Saturday when Bob Hartzell will drive 

150 miles to deliver it to #190. 

 
As of this writing the plane has been traveling, 2 years, 34 days, 2 hours and 58 minutes. There 
have been 275 pilots in 38 states that have flown it, and it has traveled,12,500 miles. It would be 
neat to have a list of all the district X pilots and the clubs where it flew listed on the District X web 
site after it is all said and done, maybe Jon Wilson our Webmaster will make it so? 
You can read all about this record breaking project @ WAA-08.org. 



5th Annual Utah Helicopter Association Fun-Fly 
Coming July 30-Aug 1 

Below are some pictures from last years event. For much more info on this years event go to 

UTAH heli.com or Jim Innes @ oneinnesja@hotmail.com 

 


